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Design Day Booklet

ÅProfessional Publication

ÁCorporate Relations

ÁAlumni Relations

ÁRecruiting

ÁKeepsake for You

ÅContents

ÁSchedule of Events

ÁProject Descriptions
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http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/design-day/booklet/design-day-booklet.pdf


The Capstone Experience

ÅProfessional Publication

ÁCorporate Relations

ÁAlumni Relations

ÁRecruiting

ÅContents

ÁCapstone Projects

ÁAcademic Year
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http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/home/the-capstone-experience.pdf


Team Project Page

ÅTemplate Distributed by Dr. D.
Á{ǇƻƴǎƻǊΩǎ άhŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ bŀƳŜ
ÁSponsor Logo
ÁProject Title
ÁMSU Team Photo
Áa{¦ ¢ŜŀƳ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ bŀƳŜǎ
Á/ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΩ bŀƳŜǎ
ÁHeaders and Footers
ÁPosted On Downloads Page

ÅTemplate Completed by Team
ÁProject Description
ÁArtwork
ÁUse Microsoft Windows Office 365 Version of Word.
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http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/other-links/downloads/design-day-booklet-pages/design-day-booklet-page-instructions-document.pdf


¢ŜŀƳΩǎ Wƻō

ÅRead instructions carefully.
ÅCheck everything.
ÅUse Microsoft Windows Office 365 version of Word.
ÅMake a checklist.
ÅWrite the project description.
ÅRead the instructions carefully.
ÅProvide the artwork.
ÅRead the instructions carefully.
ÅUpdate the project description and artwork.
ÅMake a checklist.
ÅCheck everything 100 times.
ÅRead the instructions carefully.
ÅMake a checklist. ҥ YŜȅ 
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Note: Many slides in 
ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŎƪ ŀǊŜ άǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
ǎƭƛŘŜǎΣέ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǊŘȅΦ



Project Description [1 of 3]

ÅRead the instructions carefully. ҥ IŀǾŜ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜǘΚ
ÅNewspaper / Magazine Style
ÅTarget Audience == General Public
Å5ƻ bh¢ {ǘŀǊǘΧ
ÁάhǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎΧέ
ÁάhǳǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻΧέ
ÁάhǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻΧέ

ÅUse present tense throughout.
ÅWrite as though your project is complete.
ÁIt works.
ÁYour sponsor is using it.

ÅFill the entire textbox, no less, no more.
ÅRead Past Examples
ÁThe Capstone Experience Booklet
ÁPrevious Design Day Booklets (Design Day > Booklet)
Áa{¦ aŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ

ÅMake a Checklist ҥ IŀǾŜ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜǘΚ
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http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/home/the-capstone-experience.pdf
http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/design-day/booklet/design-day-booklet.pdf
http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/other-links/downloads/design-day-booklet-pages/team-msu-mens-basketball-design-day-booklet-page.pdf


Project Description [2 of 3]

ÅBeginning
ÁSponsor Overview
Á2 to 3 Lines

ÅMiddle
ÁThe Problem & Your Solution

(Never write anything negative about your sponsor.)
ÁMagazine Style
ÁUnderstandable by Non-Technical Person

ÅEnd
ÁTechnical Jargon
Á2 to 3 Lines

The Capstone Experience Design Day Booklet Production Process 7



Project Description [3 of 3]
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Beginning

Middle

End

Problem

Solution

Never write anything 
negative about your 
sponsor.
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Example Project Description: Spartan Basketball Player Timer 

aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ aŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ƛǎ ŜƭƛǘŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ b/!!Φ

NCAA Division I basketball is very competitive. Although it may not be apparent to the casual observer, 
every detail of each game is carefully planned and scripted.

One aspect of a game plan is that of playing times. For each player, the coaches determine target times 
for how long he can play at a stretch, how long he needs to rest before playing again, and the total 
amount of time he should play in a game.

Developed with Coach Tom Izzo, our Spartan Basketball Player Timer is used by the basketball staff on 
the bench during the game.

When a player enters the game, his playing time is displayed with a solid green background. When his 
target playing time goes under two minutes, it is displayed in yellow. When the time goes below zero, 
it is displayed in red.

The color coding of times provides visual cues that can be seen by the coaches at a distance. If there 
are many yellow or red boxes, the coaches begin to plan substitutions.

A game summary for all the players can be displayed at any time whether the game clock is running or 
stopped.

Our software runs on a Microsoft Windows Tablet PC about the size of a traditional clipboard only 
slightly thicker. With no mouse or keyboard, all input is done with a pen.

Spartan Basketball Player Time is written in Visual Basic. The underlying database is Microsoft Access.



Artwork [1 of 6]

ÅRead the instructions carefully.
ÅMust be of Your Working Software
ÅNOT Screen Mockups ҥ bƻǘŜ
ÅTake 2 to 3 screenshot(s) of working software.
ÁUse eye-catching examples.
ÁAvoid boring or trivial things.

o Splash Screens
o Login Screens

ÅFill up the entire artwork space. Whitespace is bad!
ÅOverlap artwork if necessary.
ÅLƴŎƭǳŘŜ άŦǊŀƳƛƴƎέ ŦƻǊ ǿŜō ŀƴŘ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ŀǇǇǎΦ
ÁBrowser with Window Frame
ÁiPhone, iPad
ÁAndroid Phone or Tablet
ÁNOT Laptop or Desktop (Why not?)
ÁSee https://mockuphone.com.
ÁEliminate frame shadows.
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https://mockuphone.com/


Artwork [2 of 6]

ÅwŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅΦ ҥ IŀǾŜ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜǘΚ
ÅAdd borders if necessary.
Á If Blends Into White Background
Á Create a single PNG for each piece of artwork using PowerPoint.
Á Read the instructions.

ÅCapture and provide very high-resolution images.
ÅPreserve aspect ratios.
Å/ǊƻǇ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘ άōƻǊŘŜǊǎΦέ
Å9ƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ άǿƘƛǘŜǎǇŀŎŜΦέ
ÅUse paint.net for turning solid white space into transparent space and cropping.
ÅSee examples.
Á The Capstone Experience Booklets in Lab
Á Design Day Booklet Feedback, Fall 2022
Á Design Day Booklet Feedback, Spring 2023
ÁDesign Day Booklet Feedback, Fall 2023
Á Design Day Booklet Feedback, Spring 2024
Á Previous Design Day Booklets (Design Day > Booklet)
Áa{¦ aŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ

ÅMake a Checklist ҥ IŀǾŜ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜǘΚ
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http://www.getpaint.net/
http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/other-links/downloads/design-day-booklet-pages/design-day-booklet-artwork-feedback-fall-2022.pdf
http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/other-links/downloads/design-day-booklet-pages/design-day-booklet-artwork-feedback-spring-2023.pdf
http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/other-links/downloads/design-day-booklet-pages/design-day-booklet-artwork-feedback-fall-2023.pdf
http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/other-links/downloads/design-day-booklet-pages/design-day-booklet-artwork-feedback-spring-2024.pdf
http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/design-day/booklet/design-day-booklet.pdf
http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/other-links/downloads/design-day-booklet-pages/team-msu-mens-basketball-design-day-booklet-page.pdf


Artwork [3 of 6]
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Embedded Mobile App



Artwork [4 of 6]
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Embedded Browser App



Artwork [5 of 6]
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Embedded Browser App

Why not?



Artwork [6 of 6]
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Non-Embedded VR/AR App



Artwork [6 of 6]
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Too Much
Solid White 
Whitespace

Too Much 
Transparent 
Whitespace

Nicely 
Cropped 

Transparent 
Whitespace

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ 
with solid white 
whitespace?
¢ǿƻ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎΧ

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ 
with transparent 
whitespace?



Artwork Whitespace Issues [1 of 3]
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Look Identical Key:  Think about our graphical designer inserting your 
artwork (png files) into InDesign and then resizing them 
all to the same height and positioning them.



Artwork Whitespace Issues [2 of 3]
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Border shows transparent whitespace.

Transparent whitespace is part of the image.

5ŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘǎ ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ оέ ƘƛƎƘΦ



Artwork Whitespace Issues [3 of 3]
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{ŜƭŜŎǘ !ƭƭΦ wŜǎŎŀƭŜ ǘƻ оέ IŜƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ όōƭŀŎƪ ōƻȄŜǎύ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ оέ ƘƛƎƘΦ 

Download Design Day Artwork Whitespace Tester

http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/other-links/downloads/design-day-booklet-pages/dd-artwork-whitespace-tester.pptx


Artwork Border Issues [1 of 6]
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Artwork Border Issues [2 of 6]
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Issue Fixed
Border Added



Artwork Border Issues [3 of 6]
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Artwork Border Issues [4 of 6]
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Issue Fixed
Border Added



Artwork Border Issues [5 of 6]
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Artwork Border Issues [6 of 6]
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Issue Fixed
Border Added



Adding Artwork Border Issues [1 of 5]
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Original Screen Capture PNGs



Adding Artwork Border Issues [2 of 5]
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Border Added to Left Artwork Using Word in Template
Border Added to Right Artwork PNG using PowerPoint

[ƻƻƪǎ ŦƛƴŜΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ
Key: Graphic designer does not copy-and-paste artwork from the Word 
document. Graphic designer inserts PNG files into Design Day booklet.



Adding Artwork Border Issues [3 of 5]
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Artwork PNG files inserted to Design Day booklet by graphic designer.



Adding Artwork Border Issues [4 of 5]
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Border Added to Both Artwork PNGs using PowerPoint



Adding Artwork Border Issues [5 of 5]
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Graphic Designer Imports Artwork PNGs into InDesign



Textbox Clipping Artwork [1 of 1]
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Original
Resized Artwork

Clipped by Textbox Resized Textbox



!ǊǘǿƻǊƪ ²ƘƻΩǎ ƻƴ ŦƛǊǎǘΚ [1 of 3]
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textbox

textbox border

textbox background

artwork

artwork border

artwork background



!ǊǘǿƻǊƪ ²ƘƻΩǎ ƻƴ ŦƛǊǎǘΚ [2 of 3]
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textbox

textbox border

textbox background

artwork

artwork border

artwork background

Changed 
color of 
textbox 
background.

Artwork has 
transparent 
background.



!ǊǘǿƻǊƪ ²ƘƻΩǎ ƻƴ ŦƛǊǎǘΚ [3 of 3]
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textbox

textbox border

textbox background

artwork

artwork border

artwork background

Changed 
color of 
textbox 
background.

Artwork has 
white 
background, 
which is 
wrong. Why 
does this 
matter?



Artwork Example [1 of 5]
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Artwork Example [2 of 5]
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Artwork Example [3 of 5]
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Artwork Example [4 of 5]
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Artwork Example [5 of 5]
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Previous Artwork Feedback

ÅStudy Carefully to Learn

ÁWhat to Do

ÁWhat NOT to Do

ÅPosted on Downloads Page

ÁDesign Day Booklet Feedback, Fall 2022

ÁDesign Day Booklet Feedback, Spring 2023

ÁDesign Day Booklet Feedback, Fall 2023

ÁDesign Day Booklet Feedback, Spring 2024
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http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/other-links/downloads/design-day-booklet-pages/design-day-booklet-artwork-feedback-fall-2022.pdf
http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/other-links/downloads/design-day-booklet-pages/design-day-booklet-artwork-feedback-spring-2023.pdf
http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/other-links/downloads/design-day-booklet-pages/design-day-booklet-artwork-feedback-fall-2023.pdf
http://www.capstone.cse.msu.edu/2024-08/other-links/downloads/design-day-booklet-pages/design-day-booklet-artwork-feedback-spring-2024.pdf
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Example
Spartan 

Basketball Player 
Timer 



The DD Booklet Production Process
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Final Zip Files 
From Teams

Edit Project Descriptions
James, TMs & Editor(s)

Edit Artwork
Dr. D

Merge Edits
Dr. D.

Zip Files
To Designer

Zip Files to 
Teams

Draft Zip Files 
From Teams

Artwork Clinic

Final Zip Files 
From Teams
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1
Template

From Dr. D.
To Team

There are four 
placeholders for 
artwork.

The text boxes have red 
outlines for handles.

Each textbox includes 
one embedded 
placeholder artwork, a 
grey png image.

To add your artwork, 
right click on grey image 
and select Change 
Picture.

Delete the textboxes 
ǇƭŀŎŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
need.

Do NOT create your 
own textboxes for 
artwork.

All of the textboxes are 
named for processing

Do NOT create your 
own textboxes.

If necessary, start over 
from the original 
downloaded template.
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2
Project 

Description Draft
From Team

To Dr. D.
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2
Project 

Description Draft
From Team

To Dr. D.

Read aloud.

Search your project 
description for the 
ǿƻǊŘ άǿƛƭƭΦέ
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3
Project 

Description Edits 
By James & TMs
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3
Project 

Description Edits 
By Jill
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3
Artwork Draft

From Team
To Dr. D.
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3
Artwork Draft

From Team
To Dr. D.

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ 
with this artwork?
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3
Artwork Draft

Feedback
by Dr. D.

Dr. D. duplicated 
existing artwork to 
illustrate requested 

update.
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3
Artwork Update

From Team
To Dr. D.
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4
Final Update
From Team

To Dr. D.


